
Summary: Obesity rates have risen due to a 
combination of factors.  Americans are consuming 
more calories each year, partly due to larger 
portion sizes and a shift towards high-calorie, low-
nutrient foods. Obesogens and corn syrup in our 
processed food also play a role. Common examples 
of obesogens include certain chemicals found in 
plastics (such as bisphenol A or BPA), pesticides, 
flame retardants, and some pharmaceuticals. 
Sedentary lifestyles, driven by modern technology 
and changes in work and leisure activities, have also 
become common. Genetic predisposition and the 
use of medications with weight gain as a side effect 
contribute to weight gain. Processed foods, 
marketing to children, and social isolation further 
compound the issue.  Additionally, cultural norms, 
urban design, and lack of nutritional education play 
a role.  Addressing this complex problem requires 
understanding and action across various fronts, 
from individual choices to policy changes.

The Factors 
contributing to 
the increase in 
obesity rates: 
Arranged from 
what I think 
could be 
considered 
most 
important to 
least
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• Increased Food Consumption: Americans are consuming more food per year than before, with significant increases in calorie intake for both 
men and women. From the 1950s to now the average American eats an additional 750calories a day. 
•te to obesity.
• Nutritional Education: Limited understanding of nutrition can lead to poor dietary choices.
• Shift in Food Choices: People are eating fewer fruits, vegetables, and whole grains while consuming more sugar and fat compared to previous 
decades.
• Diet: The consumption of high-calorie, low-nutrient foods has increased significantly, contributing to excessive calorie intake.
• Portion Distortion: The food industry has increased portion sizes over the years, leading people to consume more calories per serving.
• Sedentary Lifestyle: Modern technology and changes in work and leisure activities have led to more sedentary behavior.
• Genetics: Genetic predisposition can play a role in weight gain for some individuals.
• Health Effects of Processed Foods: Regular consumption of highly processed foods, saturated fats, and added sugars has negative health 
consequences, including obesity. 
• Lack of Cooking Skills: Inability to prepare nutritious meals at home can lead to reliance on processed foods.
• Eating Out More Frequently: Relying on restaurant meals can contribute to higher calorie and unhealthy nutrient intake.
• High Fructose Corn Syrup (HFCS): The widespread use of HFCS in processed foods has been associated with increased appetite and obesity.
• Lack of Sleep Hygiene: Poor sleep quality and insufficient sleep can disrupt appetite-regulating hormones.
• Obesogens in Processed Foods: Harmful chemicals in processed foods can contribute to weight gain by interfering with metabolic processes.
• Marketing and Advertising to Children: Aggressive marketing of unhealthy foods to children can influence their food preferences and habits.
• Social Isolation: Lack of social support and feelings of isolation can lead to emotional eating and sedentary behaviors.
• Lifestyle Changes: Modern conveniences and reduced physical activity in daily life have contributed to weight gain.
• Urban Design: City planning that discourages physical activity can contribute to sedentary behavior.
• Medication Use: Some medications with weight gain as a side effect can contribute to obesity.
• Unpredictable Schedules: Irregular work hours and schedules can disrupt meal patterns and healthy habits.
• Cultural Celebrations and Traditions: Cultural practices around food can contribute to overeating during celebrations.
• Food as a Reward: Using unhealthy food as a reward can reinforce unhealthy eating habits.
• Easy Access to Convenience Foods and Food Deserts: Availability of processed and fast foods can make unhealthy options more tempting.
• Cultural Perception of Body Weight: Cultural norms can influence eating habits and discourage weight management efforts.
• Economic Incentives: Government subsidies can impact the affordability of unhealthy foods.
• Hormonal Imbalances: Changes due to factors like menopause and medical conditions can contribute to weight gain.
• Lack of Access to Healthcare: Limited access to weight management programs and support can hinder efforts to address obesity.
• Diet Culture and Misinformation: Misleading diet trends can promote unhealthy relationships with food.
• Workplace Environment: Sedentary jobs and work-related stress can hinder healthy habits.
• Lack of Time: Busy lifestyles can lead to reliance on convenience foods.
• Lack of Government Policies: Insufficient policies addressing nutrition education can contribuPlease note that the importance of these factors 
can vary depending on individual circumstances and local contexts.

Here's a list of the factors contributing to the increase in obesity 
rates, arranged from what I think could be considered most 
important to least:
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